
 

 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to say “WELCOME” to all of our returning and new students. We have been 

very busy working hard to prepare for the 2019-2020 school year.  We hope that you are enjoying the conclusion of 

your summer vacation and will be well rested and ready for the first day of school, September 4th at 8:10am. 

Horizons’ staff understands that success at school begins at home. We believe in the importance of a strong home-
school partnership; therefore, we ask that you please contact your student’s teacher if your have questions or con-
cerns regarding their progress. My door is always open as well to answer questions, receive feedback, or address 
concerns.  
 
You will find a lot of helpful information contained in this newsletter to begin the new school year.  If you have any 

questions at all that we can answer in preparation for the first day of school, please contact our main office at 360-

412-4710. Our entire staff is looking forward to seeing all of our returning students, meeting all of our new students 

and families and having a great school year!  ***Classroom teacher assignments will be emailed out this Friday in 

the afternoon. 

See you soon, 

Nate Grygorcewicz 

Principal 

 

 

 
 

We would like to cordially invite you to attend Horizons Elementary open house on Wednesday August 

28th  at 4:30-6:30pm.  Parents and students are encouraged to drop off their school supplies in their      

classroom and meet their teacher.  Open house is intended to give families a chance to meet their student’s 

teacher and familiarize themselves with the building facilities.  Hope to see you all at open house. 

*Kindergarten families: This will also be a time to set-up your family connections meeting with the teacher.   

WELCOME BACK 

Principal’s Message 

Open House August 28th   

 

THE EAGLE FLYER 
 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 8  

F A M I L Y  N E W S L E T T E R   

S U M M E R  E D I T I O N  

U P C O M I NG  

E V E N T S 

 

August 22 Office 
opens to public 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm (closed 
12-1) 
 
August 28 
Open House 
4:30 pm-6:30pm 
 
September 4 
First Day of School 
8:10am-2:40pm 
 
September 18 
Early Release 
Students  
dismissed at 1:25 pm 
 
September 24 
School Picture Day 
 
September 27 
Family BBQ lunch 
*more info to come 
 
October 2 
Early Release 
Students  
dismissed at 1:25 pm 
 
October 11 
No School  
Professional learning 
day 

School Starts September 4th  
The student year begins on Wednesday, September 4th at 8:10am. We have many students and family mem-
bers at school this day and it is extremely important to follow the first day procedures to ensure for the safety 
and transition of all our students. On the first day of school, students will gather on the playground and line 
up underneath the sign that has their teacher’s name on it. All available staff members will be on the play-
ground, with class lists, helping students find their line. On this day ONLY, parents are allowed to be on the 
playground to help their child get to the proper location. Parents are not, however, allowed to walk with their 
student to class for safety reasons. Kindergarten students first day is September 9 and kindergarten teachers 
will be reaching out to set-up family engagement meetings which will occur during the September 4th-6th.  
Kindergarten parents will also have an opportunity to sign-up for family meetings during our open house. 
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School starts at 8:10 and is dismissed at 2:40. 

School gets out at 1:25 on Early Release Days 

T H E  E A G L E  F L Y E R  

First Day Folder 
Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year!  The start of each year is filled with excitement and energy 

and lots of paperwork. 

 

There will be a “First Day Folder” coming home that contains information that is critical to a great 

start of the year for your student.  Please be looking for it and read through all the documents en-

closed.  Complete those that request information and then return the signed/completed forms to your 

student’s teacher as soon as possible. 

 

Some of the forms included in this packet are: students responsibilities & rights policies, HES student 

handbook information, Family Access instructions, annual Health History form volunteer information, 

computer use agreement, release of information/photo permission, PTSA membership forms, etc. 

*Student Handbooks will be posted on the school website no later than August 30th  

NEW HORIZONS STAFF   

Please welcome the following staff  
members who are joining us this year at Horizons as new staff to the building or to 

a new position in the building: 
 

Kindergarten: Erinn Zeitlin 
1st Grade: Erin Wyrick 
1st Grade: Regina Reed 

2nd Grade: Megan Vernoy 
Counselor: Liz Robinson 

ELL: Adam Bailey 

 
Change in grade level or role: 5th Grade: Sarah Roraback 

 

 

 Start and End Times This Year 
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To & From School 

 

Bus Riders:  We want the ride to be safe and pleasant.  Bus drivers and teachers will go over safety rules, 

and we’d like parents to follow these up at home.  Students who deliberately violate safety rules will have 
their bus privileges suspended. 
 

Students should be extremely careful when crossing streets and at bus stops.  Students must use cross-
walks at all times when crossing streets.  Students should understand that bus stops become dangerous 

when pushing and shoving occur.   
 

Glass items, sharp or pointed objects, balloons and pets are not allowed on school buses for safety rea-

sons. 
 

Students in Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd Grade will wear a bus tag with their name and address on it to help 

them get home easily for the first two weeks of school. 
 

 Bicycle Riders:  Bicycles may be ridden to school and they are subject to the same rules and regulations 

as licensed vehicles.  Upon entering the school grounds, students must dismount and walk the bike to the 

bike rack.  Bikes are off limits during the school day.  All bikes should be locked to the bike rack.  Any ac-
cessory items which can easily be removed should be left at home.  The school is not responsible  

if bicycles are lost, stolen or damaged. 
 

Roller Blades, Scooters, and Skateboards:  Upon entering school grounds, students must dismount and 

carry or walk these items to the classroom.  These items are off limits during the school day.  The school 

is not responsible if they are lost, stolen or damaged. 
 

 Walkers:  Walkers should depart school grounds immediately upon dismissal, as this is the time when 

crossing guards are on duty.  Students should wait for the crossing guards to assist them in crossing the 

street safely. 
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What is Family Access? 

How can you get it? 

Do You Have Family Access Yet? 
Family Access is a web-based 

tool designed to enhance 

parent/guardian, student and 

school communication.  Par-

ents and Students can use it to 

check their academic  progress 

and attendance throughout the 

year.  Your use of the Family 

Access website is voluntary 

but encouraged!  

Family Access is available for 

all schools and is only for par-

ents/guardians that have legal 

rights to view the student’s 

progress and grades.  Pass-

words are not issued to grand-

parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, 

friends or neighbors unless 

they are the legal guardian of 

the    student. 

If you have not signed up to be 

able to access your student’s 

grades and information online 

you can visit our website at 

www.nthurston.k12.wa.us/

horizons and fill out the online 

application.  If you do not have 

internet access, come to the 

school’s office to get help get-

ting set-up.  

The application asks for infor-

mation that will need to be 

consistent with school rec-

ords.  Once your application 

has been received it will be 

reviewed.  Once it has been 

determined that the person 

applying does indeed have a 

legal right to access student 

grades, a password will be 

issued by email.  Expected time 

allowed for issuance of pass-

words is 5-10 working days, 

unless there is a problem with 

verifying the information. 

We look forward to partner-

ing with parents in the educa-

tion process of their children. 

 

T H E  E A G L E  F L Y E R  

Eagle Up! (Horizons motto to get better each day) 
  
At Horizons, we work hard to provide a positive, safe and caring environment for all students and staff. We strive 
to see academic and social growth in every student. A large part of our work this year will be focused on using data 
to make academic decisions for students. Those students who are identified as needing some added support, will 
receive additional academic intervention within the school day. Students who are identified as exceeding academic 
expectations will be provided with extension activities to best meet their needs. 

Parking Lot Procedures 
With many families electing to drive to school, the Horizons parking lot is a very busy place.  Please keep 
the parking lot safe by: 

Pick-Up/Drop-Off” lanes 
Drivers using the “Pick-Up/Drop-Off” lanes must stay with their vehicle at all times 
There are two “Pick-Up/Drop-Off” lanes on the north side of the parking lot. 

“Drive Thru” lane—through traffic only, no drop-offs/pick-ups at any time 
Crosswalk—from the curb to parking stalls.   

All people crossing to a parked car must use this crosswalk. 
 “No Parking” Zones—Four striped areas at the entrance of the parking lot and next to the islands in 

the parking lot.   
No parking or waiting in these zones at any time 

“No Exit” Sign—will be at the exit to 67th Ave. SE.   
After school, drivers will only exit the parking lot going south on Rainer Rd SE.   

Safety Patrol—The Safety Patrol consists of Horizons staff who are working to keep students, staff, 
and families safe.  They will wear bright vests designating them as Safety Patrol.  By Washington 
State law, it is required that all drivers obey the directions of Safety Patrol. 

Keep Traffic Moving—If you are waiting for an open parking stall or space in the Pick-Up/Drop-Off 
lanes, please circle the parking slowly until a space is available.  By keeping traffic moving, driv-
ers are able to get in and out of the parking lot much more quickly. 

All drivers must park or wait only in designated spaces –drivers can also park on 67th Avenue or in 
Horizon Pointe 

Please always drive through the parking lot with patience and awareness. 
At the start of the school-year, it takes time for students and families to learn the new routines and proce-
dures.  We greatly appreciate your patience and flexibility during this time. 



New procedures at Horizons this year 
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 ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE TIMES FOR STUDENTS: 

Students are allowed on school campus  at 7:50 a.m.  Students should not be on campus until this time because we do not have supervision 

for students until 7:50 a.m.  Students will not be allowed inside until 7:50 a.m. each day.  At 7:50 a.m. students may enter through the front 

doors to go to breakfast, see the health room, pay for fees or go to the back playground.  If students arrive prior to this time they will need 

to wait outside.  Why the change? Over the last few years we have had several students arriving well before 7:50 a.m.  Again, we do not have 

supervision and our office staff needs time to get ready for the school day.  (I know I have said 7:50 a.m. multiple times but sometimes we 

have had up to 50 kids in our office before this time.) We know there are times when students cannot be picked up right on time afterschool.  

However, many times we have several students in the office that need to be supervised.  Please let our office know if you will be late to pick 

up your student. 

PETS ON CAMPUS: School district policy prohibits pets on campus.  We understand that we live in a unique community and many 

families walk their pets to and from school.  Please keep your pets on public sidewalks.  Thank you in advance for your understanding. 

 

 

 
Communication with our families plays an important role in the success of our students. Our goal is to strengthen our school  
communication by utilizing a variety of methods. Please visit our school website (http://www.nthurston.k12.wa.us/horizons), as it is updat-
ed frequently.  “Like” us on Facebook (Horizons Elementary School). We will continue to send home electronic school newsletters, emails, 
and school messenger calls.  

VOLUNTEER 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

 

Volunteers play a critical role in making Horizons a great place for students and  

families.  If you would like to volunteer in your child’s classroom this year, or if you an-

ticipate volunteering later in the year in the classroom, at Field Day, on a field trip, or 

at any other school event, please complete the volunteer application well in  
advance.  This will ensure that your application has been processed and approved be-

fore the event for which you are volunteering.  A new volunteer application must be 

completed every two school years.   

 

Only district-approved  volunteers may volunteer for school events. 
 

Volunteer applications are available online on the district website.  Please contact the 

office at  412-4710 if you have any questions. 

WE ARE A PBIS SCHOOL 
We are proud to be a Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (P.B.I.S.) school. We 
follow the eagle expectations in all locations of our school to provide a safe, caring and 
positive environment. The eagle three are being safe, respectful and responsible. 

http://www.nthurston.k12.wa.us/horizons
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“Have a great  

School Year and  

eat Healthy!!” 

School Pictures 

September 24th  

Lunches      

PTSA Membership 

School Picture Day 
Student photos will be taken on September 24th during the 

day.  Students will be bringing home the picture order packet 

the week before.  There will be more information coming  

regarding pictures. 

 

We are asking every family to support the work of our PTSA on behalf of our students by simply 

joining during the membership drive this year.  There will be information coming the first day of 

school about all the PTSA does to help support student learning.   

The impact your membership has on opportunities for our students in and out of the classroom is 

huge.  PTSA supports curricular programs, student activities, before and after school programs, play-

ground equipment and much more.    

 

Our PTSA 

Needs You! 

T H E  E A G L E  F L Y E R  

District Calendar 
The North Thurston Public  

School calendar is now on the 

district website:  

www.nthurston.k12.wa.us under 

the District tab.   

  

Click on “2019-2020 School Year 

Calendar.”  You can  view it in 

English, Spanish, Vietnamese or 

Korean.  Our music calendar is 

also available there. 

Lunch 

Elementary Lunch $2.90 Adult Lunch $4.00 

Middle School Lunch $3.25 Reduced Lunch Grades K-3rd* $ 0.00 

High School Lunch $3.25 Reduced Lunch Grades 4-12th $ .40 

Milk    $ .50   

Breakfast 

Elementary Breakfast $1.75 Adult Breakfast $2.75 

Middle School Breakfast $1.90 Reduced Breakfast $0.00 

High School Breakfast $1.90 Milk $ .50 

* Lunches served to children who qualify for reduced-price meals in kindergarten 
through 3rd grade will be made available at no cost. All other students (preschool and 
4th - 12th grades) will be charged the rate shown above. 
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through 3rd grade will be made available at no cost. All other students (preschool and 

4601 67th Avenue SE 

Lacey, WA  98513 

Phone: 360-412-4710 

Fax: 360-412-4719 

Website: www.nthurston.k12.wa.us/horizons 

 

Horizons Elementary 

Home of the Eagles 

We’re on the Web! 

Please visit 

Nate Grygorcewicz, Principal 

Mike Kraft, Asst. Principal 

School hours: 8:10AM-2:40PM 

Early Release Wed: 8:10AM-1:25PM  

Office hours: 7:40AM - 3:10PM 

Student transportation is a privilege. 

Violation of school bus rules can cre-

ate an immediate danger to the health 

and safety of others.  Student conduct 

on the buses and at the bus stops 

must reflect good judgment and meet 

the expectations we have for all stu-

Your student’s bus information can 

be found online.  To find where your 

student’s bus stop is and the times for 

pick-up and drop-off go to the North 

Thurston Public Schools website at 

www.nthurston.k12.wa.us and click 

on Family Resources in the site 

shortcuts tool bar at the top.  Click 

on Bus Routes.  Follow the direc-

tions for bussing information.   

 

All school policies are in effect at bus 

stops and on school buses at all times 

and student misconduct will be sub-

ject to progressive discipline up to 

and including suspension from the bus 

for the remainder of the year. 

 

dents at school.   You are expected 

to follow these rules at all times. Any 

infraction of the rules may result in 

discontinuation of bus riding privileg-

es.  To view bus conduct expecta-

tions, visit www.nthurston.k12.wa.us, 

click on Programs & Depart-

ments and then on Transporta-

tion. 

 

 

 

 

Buses 

Routes and Schedules can be 

found on our District Website 

Find us on the Web at: 

http://www.nthurston.k12.wa.us/horizons 

 
 
Find us on Facebook:  
Horizons Elementary School 
 
 


